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told us this could be achieved with 
minimal—minimal—environmental im-
pact. That is why this jobs and infra-
structure bill passed both Houses of 
Congress with bipartisan support. 

I know powerful special interests and 
political extremists are pressuring the 
President to veto American jobs. I hope 
President Obama will join with us in 
standing for the middle class instead. 
It is hard to even imagine what a seri-
ous justification for a veto might be. 
Excuses related to the review process 
obviously won’t work, since this bipar-
tisan bill is a solution for fixing a re-
view the Obama administration broke 
as it ignored deadlines and interfered 
for political reasons. Plus, the Presi-
dent has called on Congress to send 
him infrastructure projects, and Key-
stone is an important infrastructure 
project that is shovel ready. 

Americans are urging President 
Obama to finally heed scientific con-
clusions his own State Department al-
ready reached. There is no reason for 
the President to ignore that science 
any longer. Republicans and Demo-
crats, labor unions and businesses—we 
are all calling on him to finally allow 
American workers to build an infra-
structure project that just makes good 
sense. 

Mr. President, last night I took ac-
tion to allow the Senate to consider 
commonsense legislation that every 
Democrat should want to support. This 
targeted measure would address the 
President’s most recent overreach from 
November. 

The bill isn’t tied to DHS funding. 
There is no excuse for our friends on 
the other side to oppose it. That is es-
pecially true of the Democrats who led 
their constituents to believe they 
would stand up for democratic prin-
ciples in this debate. These colleagues 
have hidden behind all manner of ex-
cuses to avoid upsetting the far left. 
Well, this bill removes the excuses and 
it sets up a simple political equation: 
Either stand in defense of extreme 
overreach or stand with constituents in 
support of shared democratic values. 

As I have said already, my preference 
remains with the legislation that has 
already passed the House. It is still the 
simplest way forward. But as long as 
Democrats continue to prevent us from 
even debating that bill, I am ready to 
try another way. I hope our friends 
across the aisle will demonstrate simi-
lar flexibility. 

I am calling on Senators of good 
faith to work with us and move the bill 
forward as quickly as possible. So let’s 
get to work. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader is recognized. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I do appre-

ciate—and that is an understatement— 
what the majority leader has to go 
through to try to please the extreme 
voices on his side. The fact remains we 
are 4 very short days away from a 
Homeland Security shutdown—a shut-
down, Mr. President. We have a couple 

of bills on the floor that, unless there 
is unanimous consent, we can’t get to 
in 4 days. Funding expires on Friday, 
yet last night the majority leader 
moved to bring a bill to the floor that 
does absolutely nothing to fund Home-
land Security—nothing. 

If the majority leader wanted a vote 
on this bill, he shouldn’t have wasted a 
month repeating the same failed proce-
dural vote four times with the same re-
sult. Albert Einstein said that is the 
definition of insanity, when you keep 
doing the same thing over and over 
again, getting the same result. 

We have said all along that we are 
more than happy to have an immigra-
tion debate once Homeland Security is 
funded. Nevada so badly needs full 
funding of Homeland Security. State 
and local governments demand full 
funding of Homeland Security. It is not 
only for Nevada, it is all across the 
country, because the homeland cannot 
be protected the way the law is now set 
up unless the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has the 
ability to grant. If there is full funding, 
it would be almost $2 billion worth of 
programs to allow the homeland to be 
protected by State and local govern-
ments. 

So we are happy to have a debate on 
immigration, but we have to fully fund 
Homeland Security. We have said that 
all along. We have said it not once, not 
twice, but we have said it many dif-
ferent times. 

In fact, there was a proposal brought 
to the Senate floor 3 weeks ago, spon-
sored by Senators MIKULSKI and SHA-
HEEN, only to have the Republicans ob-
ject to that. 

We want a debate on immigration. 
We are happy to have a debate on im-
migration. We are eager to debate im-
migration now or any other time, but 
we can’t do that until we fully fund the 
Department of Homeland Security. We 
have been saying that for 4 weeks and 
nothing has changed in the last 24 
hours. 

The majority leader should allow a 
vote on the Mikulski-Shaheen funding, 
which is sitting on the floor right now. 
It is on the calendar. That is the only 
way to resolve this mess which the Re-
publicans created. The only thing that 
can pass the Senate is a clean bill to 
fund Homeland Security. And then, 
once that is done, there is a consent 
pending here on the Senate floor that 
says once that is done and the Presi-
dent signs that, we will be happy to de-
bate immigration for whatever time 
the Republicans deem necessary. 

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the day. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 

12:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the first hour equally di-
vided, and with the Democrats control-
ling the first half and the Republicans 
controlling the final half. 

The assistant Democratic leader. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, by cal-
culation, we have today and 3 more 
days before the Department of Home-
land Security is shut down. 

Think about what happened this last 
weekend all across America. It was dis-
closed publicly that an extremist 
group, a terrorist group—Al-Shabab— 
had some communication among their 
membership targeting malls in Amer-
ica for extremism and terrorism. God 
forbid that ever happens. 

I know those who are managing these 
malls look at the terrible situation 
that occurred in Africa and want to 
make certain it is never repeated any-
where, let alone in the United States. 
They are making extraordinary efforts 
to protect people across America, not 
only as they are shopping in malls but 
in other places, as they should. 

What is the lead agency to protect 
America against terrorism? What is 
the lead agency to make sure we never 
ever again in our history experience 9/ 
11? The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. That Department was created 
after 9/11, because we felt the way we 
were protecting America wasn’t good 
enough. We took 22 different Federal 
agencies and put them under the roof 
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and said to that Department: Now 
focus; focus all your time and efforts to 
keep us safe. They have done a good 
job. I am sure they have made some 
mistakes along the way, but they have 
really dedicated themselves—all the 
men and women who work there—to 
keeping America safe. 

Now what has Congress done for the 
Department of Homeland Security? 
Last December, when we considered 
the appropriations—the budget—for 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
the Republicans insisted we take that 
Department out of the regular budget 
process and give it only temporary 
funding, a continuing resolution—tem-
porary funding—which limits the au-
thority of the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to do his best job to keep 
America safe. Why would the Repub-
licans pick this appropriation, the sin-
gle appropriation to keep America safe 
from terrorism and decide they don’t 
want to properly fund it? They are only 
giving it temporary funding and a con-
tinuing resolution because they dis-
agree with President Obama’s position 
on immigration. That is it. 

They want this issue of immigration, 
separate and apart from the budget of 
the Homeland Security, to be debated, 
and they insist they will not fund the 
Department of Homeland Security 
until it is debated. So come February 
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